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Abstract 

Reading interest is different from reading habits and reading culture. Reading interest will 
turn into a reading habit if appropriate reading materials and sufficient time to read are 
available. This study aims to describe the reading interest of senior high school students 
during the pandemic Covid-19 based on emotional factor, self-motivation factor, and 
social factor using qualitative descriptive research. The technique used was a survey 
technique by distributing questionnaires. The sample consisted of 700 high school 
students selected randomly. The sample was distributed into several areas representing 
all districts, cities, and high school type such as senior high school, vocational high school, 
and Madrasah Aliyah (Islamic-based senior high school) by using the area cluster sampling 
technique. The data were presented using tables and sentence descriptions. The results 
of this study show that the reading interest of senior high school students during the 
pandemic was considered good from motivational factor, emotional factor, social factor, 
and the three factors simultaneously with the average score respectively being 3.47; 3.70; 
3,40 and 3.53. The students' reading interest is influenced trainings aimed at increasing 
students' reading interest during the pandemic, technology, pandemic situation, and 
cognitive development for high school students which were classified as better than that 
of middle and elementary school students. 
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Introduction 

Interest is a high-minded tendency towards something; excitement; or desire. Interest is 
also one of the reasons someone wants to do something. Hurlock (2007) defines that interest 
is a source of motivation that encourages people to do what they want to do when they are 
free to choose. In addition, Hidi (2001) states that interest is a psychological state that occurs 
during the interaction between people and the object they are interested in, and it is 
characterized by increased attention, concentration, and influence. This statement is 
supported by (Slameto, 2010) which states that interest is a sense of preference in an object 
or activity without anyone telling. Therefore, someone who has an interest in something will 
earnestly do that interest to achieve certain goals. 

There are three important elements in “interest”: cognitive element, emotional element, 
and conative element (Nasier, 2020; Sirait, 2016; Tammu, 2018). The cognitive element is in 
the form of knowledge and information about certain objects; the emotional element is in the 
form of feelings of pleasure in certain objects; and the conative element is in the form of a 
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desire to do something. Someone who is interested in reading must have passion and immerse 
oneself in the book because of the good cover, the unique shape of the book, the content, 
and various other reasons someone wants to read a book. After reading the book the effect 
of interest will also lead to the results of participation, experience, or practice. For example, 
someone reads a Korean language book because there is an interest in applying for a 
scholarship in South Korea. After reading, he/she became interested in learning South Korean 
culture. This interest is the result of his experience in reading Korean language books. 

Reading is an activity that can sharpen the brain, imagination, and creativity (Aeni & Lestari, 
2018; Mirna & Rambe, 2021). Children who are accustomed to reading will have active 
imagination unlike children who only watch videos. The US Department of Education in 
(Khairuddin, 2013) states that reading is one of the means to gain access to all knowledge in 
this world. Through reading, people can find out all the information that is presented in any 
part of the world. Suharso and Ana (2005) also stated that reading is seeing and understanding 
the contents of what is written, spelling or memorizing, saying, knowing, predicting, guessing, 
and calculating what is written. Reading is an effective way to understand a writing. Reading 
is beneficial for students’ achievements based on internal interests so that everything they do 
works well and smoothly (Nursalina & Budiningsih, 2014). Reading is identical to a person's 
ability to understand what is written and implied. Understanding explicit meaning is being 
able to read something that is clearly written, while understanding implicit meaning is being 
able to read events that are not written. Those reading skills are needed in a person, not only 
to improve knowledge, but also increase wisdom, social skills, self-control skills, creativity, and 
to be able to take opportunities. In addition, Crawley and Mountain (Rahim F, 2009) define 
that reading activities do not only involve reciting written text, but also involve visual, thinking, 
psycholinguistic, and metacognitive activities. Therefore, reading activity is considered an 
important activity not only for high school students and the equivalent, but also for all people; 
be it housewives, children, laborers, farmers, and academia. 

The reading activity does not come immediately, but requires a series of processes, one of 
which is reading interest. A person must have reading interest first before becoming a reader. 
The factors that influence reading interest according to Crow and Crow (Shaleh & Wahab, 
2004) are 1) internal factors, namely factors related to physical encouragement (self-
motivation), 2) emotional or feeling factors, namely factors that can cause feelings of pleasure, 
and 3) social motive factors, namely factors that can generate interest in carrying out activities 
to meet the need to be recognized or accepted by the social environment 

Reading interest is different from reading habits and reading culture. Interest in reading will 
turn into a reading habit if appropriate reading materials and sufficient time for reading are 
available (“Memaknai Hakikat Minat Baca Untuk Tujuan Praktis,” 2011). A person's intensity 
in reading can be an indicator of reading interest, but the thing to know is that people who 
are high in reading interest do not necessarily read often. Vice versa, people who are low in 
reading interest do not necessarily rarely read. Interest in reading varies from one person to 
another, depending on the underlying factors, the internal or the external ones. The pandemic 
Covid-19 s one of the factors that can affect the reading interest of high school students. It 
may affect positively or negatively. The pandemic will positively affect students’ reading 
interests if teachers and parents can take advantage of the pandemic by motivating, inviting 
students to read books, and doing fun things with books. On the other hand, the pandemic 
will bring negative effects on students’ reading interests if parents and teachers do not 
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motivate students to read. As a result, many students are engrossed in their gadgets, 
indifferent to books or assignments, and don't even touch books at all.  

The fact is that the reading interest of the Indonesian people is considered low. This 
statement is supported by the results of the World's Most Literate Nations Ranked research 
conducted by Central Connecticut State University in March 2016. Based on the research 
results, Indonesia was ranked 60th out of 61 countries studied. Based on the results of this 
study, it can be said that the reading interest of the Indonesian people is still relatively low 
(Nugroho, 2017)). Other studies related to reading interest were also conducted by several 
researchers, including (Ati, Aster Pujaning, 2020; Fahmy et al., 2021; Fajri et al., 2015; Hartinah 
& Abdullah, 2019; Maharani, 2017; Sumira et al., 2018; Wahyuni, 2015; Widodo et al., 2018). 
Based on this research, reading interest in Indonesia is still relatively low and is still a 
complicated problem that requires real collective action towards a golden Indonesia 2045. 
There are several ways that can be used to increase students' reading interest; Clary in (Al-
Nafisah & Al-Shorman, 2011) suggested six strategies that teachers should use to motivate 
students to want to read, namely taking advantage of reading interest by knowing what 
students like, making reading materials easily accessible, building a conducive environment, 
providing time for reading at school, providing examples of reading and using motivational 
techniques. 

This study aims to describe the reading interest of high school students in Tasikmalaya 
based on emotional factors and self-motivation factors. Emotional factors and self-motivation 
factors were chosen because these two factors are internal factors that come from a person, 
so that there are no external factors that affect the respondents' considerations. High school 
students was selected as the respondents because adolescence is a period of individual 
integration with adult society according to Piaget in (Hurlock, 2007). Brain growth that occurs 
at the age of high school (12-20 years) also reaches functional and cognitive perfection. 
Intellectually, adolescents begin to think logically about abstract ideas. This makes adolescents 
to be considered capable of making plans, strategies, decisions, and solving problems. In 
addition, the cognitive development of adolescents has also been able to bring up the ability 
to reason scientifically. Therefore, high school students must be well literate and wise. This is 
to avoid unwanted things such as misinformation or misperception of information. 

Method 

This research is a qualitative descriptive study using survey technique in distributing 
questionnaires (Sarah E. Kemp, Joanne Hort & Sons, 2018). Based on reference data from the 
Ministry of Education and Culture, the number of students in the City and District of 
Tasikmalaya for high school level (SMA/MA/SMK level) is 98,669. Following Sugiyono’s (2008) 
sample selection, as many as 700 students were selected to represent the population. The 
sample was distributed into several areas representing district and city as well as every high 
school type such as senior high school, vocational high school, and Madrasa Aliya (Islamic 
based senior high school) by using the area cluster sampling technique. The use of 
questionnaires refers to two indicators of reading interest, namely emotional factors and self-
motivation factors. The two indicators were described in several positive and negative 
statements regarding reading interest following the 1-5 Likert scale, namely SS (strongly 
agree), S (agree), R (undecided), TS (disagree), and STS (strongly disagree). The data that had 
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been analyzed is presented in a tabular form and described in the form of sentence 
descriptions. 

Results 

The results in this study are described in three indicators, namely based on motivational 
factors, based on emotional factors, and based on social factors. The total number of 
statements of the two factors is sixteen statements divided into positive statements and 
negative statements. Positive statements are statements that support reading interest, while 
negative statements are statements that do not support reading interest. 

Reading Interest of High Students during the Pandemic Based Motivational 
Factors 

The reading interest of senior high school students during pandemic based on motivational 
factors is presented in the following table. 

Table 1. The reading interest of senior high school students in Tasikmalaya based on motivational 

factor 

Statement Average Category 

Positif   

I concentrate when reading 4.00 Good 

I always finish what I read 4.08 Good 

I read everyday 3.19 Poor 

I borrow reading materials if I don’t have any 3.43 Good 

I can make inferences of what I read 3.62 Good 

I read while doing other activities 3.57 Good 

Negatif    

I don't want to read the whole text after reading the summary 2.98 Poor 

I rarely do reading activities 3.01 Poor 

I never look for reading material to read 3.32 Poor 

I cannot make inferences of what I read 3.50 Good 

  3.47 Good 

 

Based on table 1, the highest average value is found in the statement "I always finish the 
reading material I read" with a value of 4 (good). The lowest average value is found in the 
statement "I don't want to read the entire contents of the reading after reading the summary" 
with a value of 2.98 (not good), while the average value of all statements is 3.47 (good). 
Looking at the average values contained in the table, it means that the reading interest of 
Tasikmalaya senior high school students based on motivational factors is quite good. 

Finishing the book that was picked up is one indicator of students' interest in reading. This 
is because the process of completing reading requires high motivation. Often people started 
reading a book and did not finish it. In addition, completing reading can also familiarize the 
brain to practice concentration. Holistic and comprehensive information is also obtained when 
someone completes the reading. Especially in the era where information flows rapidly, people 
are required to be good at sorting and choosing the information they read and getting used 
to reading the information first before sharing it. 
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Reading Interest of High Students during the Pandemic Based on Emotional 
Factors 

The reading interest of senior high school students during pandemic based on emotional 
factors is presented in the following table. 

Table 2. High School Students’ Reading Interest based on Emotional Factors 

Statement Average Category 

I feel happy while reading 3.58 Good 

I am easily interested in reading when I see reading materials 3.40 Poor 

I get new knowledge from reading 4.41 Very Good 

I am bored while reading 3.15 Poor 

I am not interested in reading when I see reading materials 3.42 Good 

I get nothing from reading 4.23 Very Good 

 3.70 Good 

Based on table 2, the highest average value is in the statement "I get new knowledge when 
I read" with a value of 4.41 (very good). The lowest average value is found in the statement "I 
feel bored while reading" with a value of 3.15 (not good), while the average value of all 
statements is 3.70 (good). Looking at the average values contained in the table, it means that 
the motivation of high school students during pandemic based on emotional factors is quite 
good. 

Reading Interest of High Students during the Pandemic Based on Social 
Factors 

The reading interest of senior high school students during pandemic based on social factors 
is presented in the following table. 

 
Table 3. The reading interest of senior high school students in Tasikmalaya based on emotional 

factors 

Statement Average Category 

I will read if the teacher/others tell me to. 3.56 Good 

I diligently read when I will take the exam. 3.50 Good 

I like it when my friends/teachers see me reading. 3.51 Good 

I'm lazy to read if I don't have assignment. 3.42 Good 

I'm not interested in reading when no one is looking. 3.26 Poor 

I get nothing from reading activities. 3.10 Poor 

 3.40 Good 

 

Based on the data in table 3, the average of reading interest of high school students on 
social factors is 3.40. This means that students' reading interest in social factors is quite good. 
Of the six statements provided, four statements are classified as good and two statements are 
classified as poor. Social motives are motives that encourage students to read to get 
recognition from other parties such as teachers or friends. 
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Reading Interest of High Students during the Pandemic Based on 
Motivational, Emotional, and Social Factors 

The reading interest of senior high school students during pandemic based on motivational, 
emotional, and social factors is presented in the following table. 

Table 4. The Reading Interest of Senior High School Students duirng Pandemic Based on Motivational, 

Emotional, and Social Factors 

Statement Average Category 

I concentrate when reading. 4.00 Good 
I always finish what I read. 4.08 Good 
I do reading activities every day. 3.19 Poor 
I borrow reading material to read if I don't have it. 3.43 Good 

I can conclude the contents of what I read. 3.62 Good 

I feel happy when I'm reading. 3.58 Good 

I am easily attracted to reading when I see reading material. 3.40 Poor 
I get new knowledge when I read. 4.41 Poor 
I read while doing other work. 3.57 Good 
I don't want to read the whole text after reading the summary. 2.98 Poor 
I will read if the teacher/others tell me to. 3.56 Good 

I diligently read when I will take the exam. 3.50 Good 

I like it when my friends/teachers see me reading. 3.51 Good 

I rarely do reading activities. 3.01 Poor 

I never look for reading material to read. 3.32 Poor 

I can't conclude what I read. 3.50 Good 
I feel bored when I'm reading. 3.15 Poor 
I'm not interested in reading when I see reading material. 3.42 Good 
I get nothing from reading activities. 4.23 Very Good 
I'm lazy to read if I don't have work. 3.42 Good 
I'm not interested in reading when no one is looking at me. 3.26 Poor 

 

Based on the data in table 3, the highest average value is found in the negative statement 
"I don't get anything from reading activities" with a value of 4.23 which means very good. The 
lowest average value is also found in negative statements, namely the statement "I don't want 
to read the entire contents of the reading after reading the summary" with a value of 2.98. 
The average of the overall statements of self-motivation and emotional factors is 3.55 which 
means good. Therefore, reading interest based on the self-motivation and emotional factors 
of senior high school students during pandemic is included in the good category. 

Discussion 

The results of this study revealed that the reading interest of senior high school students 
in Tasikmalaya was classified as good. These results are good news for the world of education. 
However, this achievement must be improved again so that reading interest becomes very 
good. There are many factors that cause good reading interest in high school / MA / vocational 
students in Tasikmalaya, including. 
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The number of studies aimed at increasing the reading interest of high school students in 
Tasikmalaya, namely research from (Muslih et al., 2017) regarding Behavioral Counseling using 
Behavioral Contracting Techniques with Students' Logbooks to Increase Students' Reading 
Interest. (Nisya, 2019) regarding the Utilization of Literacy Activities as a Way to Grow 
Students' Reading Interest in Class XI Mipa 5 SMA Negeri 2 Tasikmalaya, (Hermawan et al., 
2020) also researched Library Management in Increasing Students' Reading Interest and 
(Hidayat, 2021)regarding the Integration of Islamic Values in Education: Integrative Learning 
at Al-Muttaqin Islamic High School Tasikmalaya City in order to attract reading interest in high 
school students in Tasikmalaya. The efforts made by previous researchers in increasing the 
reading interest of high school students in Tasikmalaya had a positive impact on the reading 
interest of Tasikmalaya high school students. This is evident from the results of the reading 
interest of senior high school students in Tasikmalaya which shows a good category, namely 
3.53. The data is contained in table 3 which has been done by the author. Therefore, previous 
research on efforts to increase the reading interest of high school students in Tasikmalaya 
became one of the factors that caused the reading interest of high school students in 
Tasikmalaya to be classified as good. Although classified as good, it would be nice for all 
elements of society to participate to continue to increase students' reading interest. This is 
because reading is the first step to find out all the information in the world. Reading is proven 
to increase students' creativity. According to (Pitoyo, 2020) based on his meta-analysis, 
reading interest is influenced by three main things, namely literacy, technology, and libraries. 
Increasing interest in reading can be done in various ways, namely a) establishing a literacy 
corner by providing various reading materials, b) getting used to reading 15 minutes before 
learning begins, c) giving continuous reading assignments by the teacher, d) implementing 
literacy activities through interesting methods. , namely a method that contains challenges 
and appreciation for readers, e) conducting various programs of school literacy movement on 
a regular and continuous basis, and f) managing libraries to attract students' attention by 
completing a collection of readings, facilities, and infrastructure in schools. 

Technological development. The development of technology also has an impact on reading 
interest. Technologies that have an impact include the internet and cell phones. Through the 
use of cell phones and the internet, high school students can easily access the pages they want 
to read. All information about lessons, entertainment, sports, and so on is also contained in it, 
so it is not impossible that the reading interest of high school students is quite good. One way 
that can be done to increase students' reading interest through technology is to utilize 
smartphones and the internet to find information from various sources. In this case, digital 
literacy is needed to support students' reading interest 

Pandemic. Based on The Digital Reader page (Indriani, 2020) reading interest in several 
countries such as India, Thailand, and China is increasing. On the website, it is stated that 35 
percent of reading interest has increased due to Covid. In addition, the National Library of 
Indonesia also noted that there was a significant increase in Indonesian people's reading 
interest when compared to 2017. The increase was 53.84 percent in 2019. 

The cognitive development of high school students is different from the students below. 
High school students can learn independently during the pandemic because the cognitive level 
is adequate, namely brain growth that occurs at the age of high school (12-20 years) has 
reached functional and cognitive perfection. Intellectually, adolescents begin to think logically 
about abstract ideas. This makes adolescents considered capable of making plans, strategies, 
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decisions, and solving problems. In addition, the cognitive development of adolescents has 
also been able to bring up the ability to reason scientifically. 

Contribution of local government to students' reading interest. The contribution of the 
local government is important in improving student's reading interest. The government 
through local libraries should manage libraries well to attract students to visit. The library 
management consists of the activity of organizing, directing, guiding, controlling staff in order 
to achieve library goals (Hermawan et al., 2020). For example, managing staff so that the 
library has adequate facilities, complete books, a comfortable place, and programs that attract 
the attention of teenagers. The program has been implemented by the City and District 
Governments of Tasikmalaya. Based on the Tasikmalaya local government’s website 
(Encourage Reading Interest: Tasik City Government Provides Four Smart Literacy Boxes 
(Kolecer) in City Parks, There are 65,000 Books, 2021), the Tasikmalaya City Government 
through the Regional Library and Archives Service has placed Smart Literacy Boxes (Kolecer) 
stored in a number of corners of the city park. The box placed in the center of the city park is 
decorated as attractively as possible so that students or the younger generation are interested 
in reading books. Research conducted by Kurniawan et al. (2020) proves that reading corners 
are very helpful for students in increasing students' reading interest. 

Conclusion 

Based on the previous discussion, the reading interest of high school students during the 
pandemic was quite good from motivational factor, emotional factor, social factor, and the 
three factors simultaneously. On the motivational factor, the average score of students' 
reading interest is 3.47, on the emotional factor, the average score of students' reading 
interest is 3.70, on the social factor, the average score is 3.40 and the average score of the 
three factors simultaneously is 3.53. The good reading interest of high school students in 
Tasikmalaya is influenced by research at increasing student interest in reading in Tasikmalaya, 
technology, pandemic situation, cognitive development of senior high school students which 
is classified as better than that of middle and elementary students, and local government 
contribution to support literacy programs or reading interests. The results of this research are 
expected to be used as a basis for determining policies for Tasikmalaya City Government, 
Tasikmalaya Regency Government, teachers, students, parents, further researchers, and all 
elements of society. 
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